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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

This technical manual contains service and mainte-
nance information for the John Deere 317 Hydrostatic
Tractor.

The manual is divided into sections. Each section
pertains to a certain component or operational system
of the tractor. The information is divided into groups
within each section.

All sections of this technical manual should be carefully
studied by the service technician. Much basic infor-
mation such as the principles of 4-cycle engine opera-
tion, carburetion and ignition have been omitted. Such
information can be found in any good library and is
recommended reading for the new service technician
before consulting this manual for service procedures.

Emphasis is placed on diagnosing malfunctions, anal-
ysis and testing. Diagnosing malfunctions lists possible
troubles, their causes and how to correct them. Under
specific components these troubles are analyzed to
help the service technician understand what is causing
the problem so it can be corrected rather than just
replace parts and have the same problem keep recur-
ring.

Specifications are found at the end of each Section for
easy reference.

This safety alert symbol identifies impor-
tant safety messages in this manual. When
you see this symbol, be alert to the possi-
bility of personal injury and carefully read
the message that follows.

Metric equivalents have been included, where appli-
cable, throughout this technical manual.

Vertical lines appear in the margins of many of the
pages. These lines identify new material and revised
information that affects specifications, procedures, and
other important instructions.
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